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Note from the editor

Hel l o and wellactoesset uteo of hé he revi seidonfFl eet Air
newsl etter.

t has been a strange summer, with plants not
condi tBiuandg.he | eaves have definitely turned 1
Christmas is just around the corner.

So have any of you been i nr ecoouncnhe nwd eedh tohed Fslh
Arm Associq@rteaotn mlsaamae to join, new members a

| hope you leamsjdoytednt od t he newsd ee ties ,alasnad o
interest to you.

Pl ease | et me know if there is anything that
future copy, and | wilandseiend¢whtatte ug hcta nmdy med
someemi ni soédny®ur favoumiighet phoesta nggsod pl ace
iTso please do get in touch.

Any time you want to get in touch with me pl

edi tor.faaa. newsolretlteearv@g nneei la. dmeeseta gAi ro nArtrh e
Associ ati onwwwelbsiabe oatgy. uk

Cutoafe for enSprriizs@eidnt a3ddnhAégps ilf FOAUA6 can pl e
email me angdincituSamamsnews!| etter @gmail . com

Regards
Jan Smith
FAAA newsl etter edi tor
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Li st of accoutremdmtesasames al

Al an. key899 @ygmail . Telm: 02392598000
I t em Cost inc P&P A

Sil k Bl azer Badge 19.00

Ti es 12. 25
Beret B&oddes Wi re 16. 50
Baseball Caps 12.50
Lapel Badges 2.50

Life Lapel Badges 1.75

Pl astic Meddlandalrde5. 00
Si ze

Pl astic MedMilniHod Wle 3. 50

Car Stickers 1.00

Cummer bund 26.00

e


mailto:Alan.key899@gmail.com

Branch updates

South Downs Branch

The branch me'We adn®sodfa yeemch month from Januar )
with the excepti cWedmedudmg, iandctlhded3 to Dec
meetings take place from 11.30 to 13.00 at T
Sussex. The meetings generally start with c
(stories, funny tal esme nmeuwshe rtsh esnt aay sqre afkcerr .

The AGM etc take place idat itshe Jarewmar y i mee tainm
ideas etc to be discussed and to wish the ne

Ea 001 WE 2 afRAII] LWligd¥ LY 6 ci@ W IlH-e R DR @i de | 1J WWE q 13
E6VYs W

B R R 32 T B SR

l:’.’ldﬂil"ﬂ""'\
agp )

\

g
‘s,

¥

01'; - eq B -7"’

The group photo #volitragferoortuidfditnlge A Hiater or
exhibition we were reminded of school days a
and stand up hair!

The trip was a great success and much apprec

Octobers Meeting was a Trafalgar lunch. This
|l nn, Bramber. The guest speaker was Adri an
experience of many years as a Royal Navy Wel

personal n nto oedach iaand every one of our bran
healthy 16 in number wgerreev ipouess etna .wo rAkdirn ca ni B
Sector which also currently includes the rol
great priviyl etgoe caonndmaanbd Ina | ess than three R
Touching upon some of his Naval experiences
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Wey mouwtnld Portl and Branch

The branch meet at Weymouth & Mel dMomlxeheRdgi s
Street, Weymoutdhyoonflevery month at 19:30.

The Branch now hals3014F5ulnie neemmbser s and 15 AsS S
The Committee and Branch Members organise an
ceremonial and soci al programme throughout t

For those not on the coaches to Twickenham,
organi sed a Big Screen viewing of the annual
Weymouth Working Mayps8Cl mbmber38 and guests
enjoy the game, the pasties and sever al beve

The Branch Secretary and | ocal RNA members a
Ser vi ctéMaogyn 8

%

The Standard Bearer and Secretary attended a
unveiling in honour of a RCAF Well i'nayon Bon
1944 in rural Dorset at Hazel bury Bryan in w

|l i ves. Sever al rel atives of the airmen atten




Members attended the US Memori al Service at
on 'May andDanweM®mori al Service at the Americ
Gardens, PdWMtulhand on 6

Two teams of Branch skittlers took part in t
hosted by Dorchester RNA in June and | ost ag
sponsors Drumgrange Ltd.

The Branch Secretary attended the Fal kIl ands
Old Portsmouth!Dun&Satayiday d44wreath on behal
Association at the Fal klands Memori al



Weymouth & Portland Armed FortasneDayasp aredde
attended by the Branch as wusual




The Branch held a Black Tot Day to celebrate

1sat our wusual branch meeting. Over 60 member
drawn t he stUoutl yupl 9t700 .3 1A | oc all rum producer f
the event with several bottles of their 0Bl a
evening raised A500 towards our annual branc

\‘7

Members attended the VJ Day Service at the V
was |l aid in remembrance of the FAA & RN crew
|l ives in the | atter stages of WWII. A wreath
who | oste hienr Buunrcmhba i n 1945,



Members attended the Merchant Navy Day Servi
on Wedne $Sckgpyt e3nber .

The annual r ambi™e pmassmhbhesrl dwiotnh 6me mber s f ol |l o
Portland, solving the challenging questions
Belvedere Pub in Weymouth for a well earned




The Branch Standard was paraded at the Naval
Whitehall i n September.

The annual service of remembrance for the 29
HMS 1l lustrious plifomtackeerdils% 48 ewasofhell7d at t
Stone at Portland MBctobheon BhAtwasawelB atte
the Il lustrious Associati on, our Association

Dorchester.



The Standard Bearer, Ted Edwardshwatthemsdeegpor
a number ,ofwietvhe ntthse St andard being paraded a

Several Funerals

US Memorial Day, Weymouth in May

D-Day Anniversary, Portland in June

Armed Forces Weekend, Weymouth in June
VJ Day Service, Weymouth in August

Mer chant Navy Day, Weymouth in September

RNA Biennial, London in September
HMS 1 1l ustrious Disaster Memori al , Portland i n C
Remembrance Sunday, Weymouth in November

The monthly Breakfast Club
Il ni thwtewr Vice Chairman Paul D6Arcy this co

soci al breakf astaratunwartihceud oweanueas ea, usuall
week of the month but on different days to g
Thesemaied | supported with 20 t oo uwt0 tnoe nthaetrcsh |
and spin a few yarns. We can recommend the f

Wey mout h:

Palm House Caf ®, Weymouth

Pavillion Piano Bar, Weymouth

Thompsons Caf®, Lynch Lane Garden Centre, We
Vet eranb6és Hub, Wyke Regi s

The Dorset Kitchen, Gouldo6és Garden Centre, L

Lookout Caf ®, Bowleaze Cove, Weymouth



Bri tArasmyRoydavy American Football

The second interservice Ameri can 'M®cottobbael rl anmat c
Tilsley Park in Abingdon. The game was well at
unfortunately, the Armyo®onSevéhala 61 nalr smemie

the game, Ted Edwards who used to com,chParhye We
Moore and his son. Thi d§Hpwcmanye is aft éhm! RN! T

The interservice game has a |l ong way to go to

Future Event s:

Hor se RWicnao@gnt on R&®cetobearse
Chri st madtWeS moiddbcember
Nati onal Memori al AMbhorcatam29isit (TBC)

Charity Events

Several events in the | ocal area have been suppc
Th®aiv€&E€l | i s CRiacktMarper (ChadoKmyC&hahrWalnhk, our
Secretary Mark Bradbury (Charity Trustee) on the



The David Ellis Charity was recently presented with two awards at the English Veterans
Awards for their work with veterans and their families running free fitness classes, first
air courses, minimedics at schools, volunteering at local events and fund raers.

They wer

e awarded:

A Silver forThe Veterans Group of The Yeaward.
A Bronzefor The Health and W#being Award.
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Building a future

meo

Foundation Charity Walk Weymout h

f our branch members Dave Buckl ey, hi s son
e, and family organised a walk to raise fun
re helping Sam in his recovery. Dave pushed
ion to the Oasis Caf® at Bowleaze around 2.
the founder of the Bowra foundation and ot
y anlyStrege Stheap | enge wal ker s whtoh eweSoeu tchov er |

Coast path.



Crowds rally for stroke <o

survivor’s worthy cause "~
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Ride To THReaTWHI I

Two membdramm Tate & dStiteevred Kk rtstheawg h'@oabb BT TWRDdI 4
up to Tewkesbu®ytoheFrfdayaB overnight stop befo
around 500 riders at M5 Strensham Services, one
the group ride to the National Memori al Arboretu
ScootersJTubnandut Quadbi ke braved Storm Amy over
some of the riders coming from tdh e untorotrh rweevsetr taer
cars as the winds were too strong for safe ridin

The RTTW Charity was set up s-mimei 18r yeaframialgioe § ¢

civilian personnel to pay their respects to the
l'ives and whose names are carved ormadThe Waalsl 6 s
raised some Al1.83million for the NMA since it wa
|l ast year. There were around 10, 000 people visit

Remembrance Service on the Saturdey.undeterred ©b
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Members were present at Remembrance Day Memo
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Bristol Branch

Branch meetiWgast mmday he #montthhe avte nli2ei sihs unde
reviiew please contact the branch for more in

The branch secretary Ronald Sandry, ihsas not
having continued difficulty with speech and
meeting ffPbol mowdimgi thtman ng a h®aspi aet abks tF
are hoping to atRtaggn Retelvee sf wher lr osfsed t he be
11'with the branch standar dRemembt@®@ameiteea don h
16November

Sol ent Branch

The Solent Branch meets on thg0l ant dphlreurLsedkay
t h2ol ent Community Centre, where we enjoy a
occasions, throughout the year, a tot time o

No update from Solent Branch for this editio

KenBr anch

The branch meetingSuadayhefdtbr mbath at 110
Club 9 Church Hill, Ramsgate CT1l1l 8RA.

May was a busy time for our Branch, after th
on t'Hehi3ch was won by Navy, the Chairman and
Reunion and AGM ithl1%Southampton 9

The foll owing weekend our Vice Chai-eman and
Solent for the Tagobs 'Relembrance Service 17

The month finished in Rams!'ddantnd vRaysalr yH aorfb oQupr

Dynaméh2Bévi t h HRH Prince Michael of Kent. The
from all parts of UK and Abroad, A parade | e
various aircraft including a Swordfish from

The main event for June wa's" Aarnnoetdh eFo rntoenst hD aay
another Parade, It was said at the Ramsgate
marched this much when we servedo. With the
made for a good time with friends.

Oct obememrmider s enjoyed a pub lunch, partly su
our Christmas LuhMbécéembéookeidg fOGhriést mas j um

We have between all that our mont h'Suncagting
of each mont h, 1030hrs for 1100hrs with the



Yorkshire Branch
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|l aid up their standard and dissolved as
ransferred to Daedalus Branch.
here is no branch in your area, and you
h and we can give help and guidance on h
t i f wree nbaed smorbeut remember i f you are n

sti Dahejdail mst Be anch.



Anl nter vi ew wi th

FIl eet Air Arm Association Presider

Rear Admir al Tom Cunningham CBE

Q. Why did you choose the Royal Navy over the other Armed F@rces
| di dn éas | krew vesy litite labout the UK Armed Forces.
Q. When and how did you join the navy and what made you join the FAA?

| joined in 1977 from finishing school in Ireland. | was pondering whether to go

university to study either medicine or engineering or to not attend university and seek
training as a commercial pilotHowever, it transpired that commercial airlines were

not recruitingat that time and a school friend who had joined theifigiéted that |

should try up fly with the Navy. He gawe the application form and, mainly to

appease him, | completed it. Unexpeity, within weeks | was invited to an interview

at the Admiraltyinterview Board, so | attended out of curiosity. Even more

unexpet edl y and much to my parentsoOoO shock ar
inviting me to join Dartmouth 6 weeks later in January 19Rb6t my best planning

moments!

Q. Where was youfavourite Royal Navy posting and why?

It is difficult to say as many brough special moments. However, my pastafjynx

Flight Commander in a Frigate was probably my favourite. The ship has a very

strongteam spiritand s omewhat O&édunaWehaddgeatd appr oach
deployment to the Gulf and Indian Ocean for the Tanker War and were invited to

undertake many unforeseen and very challentasgs, including operating 3 Lynx

off a Type 22 Frigate for a protracted period. All of these tasks were completed
successfullyif again, not alwag in an orthodox fashion!

Q. Looking back on your Royal Navy career, what are your special memories?

| would have to say that bringing a ship back to the UK after a long challenging
deployment bought very special feelings of satisfaatidhat we had all returned
safelyhaving achieved much and enjoyed it. However, the most strédgogiection

is the result of a major inquiry into military aviatiom which the FAA came out very
strongly. Although this probabBhould not have surprised us , it was stark to see an
external authority reach that conclusioMany of the things that we had taken for
granted were in fact best practice and the FAA safely delivered aviation output far
more efficiently than many othergVe really did routinely undertake difficult
maritimetasks around the world more efficiently and as safely as anybody else.



. As a young personwas there any other careers that you thought of doing,
Footballer, Rock star etc?

Nothing so exciting! | had thought that | would be either a doctor or a civil engineer.

. Do you find that having a family network at home, gave you a lot of support in life,
both in your Royal Navy career and beyond?

Absolutely, my wife Sally was WRNS and understood the Navy which made sustaining
a happy family life muckasier Similarly, my parents, who new nothing about the

Navy, were fascinated and | think that this network of interest and support is
instrumental in sustaining a professional focus.

. What is youmproudest moment in life so far?

| was very proud to the Head of the FAW} probably equally proud at my
daughteros wedding

. When did you become President of the Fleet Air Arm Association?
A long time ago , it was 2011.

. Why did you agree to be President of the association and what benefit so you think it
hasin modern society?

| knew several members of the Committee at the time and was familiar with the good
work that the FAAA did across the FAA communitgto think that such associations

do much to sustain our ethos even into the modern military structures. The
youngsters see that the lifeat they are leading builds strong bonds and
comradeships that last for life. Eqliglnonserving people see the special
relationships that are formed in the military and all of this is hugely supportive of
recruiting new generations.

. Anything else you would like to say to the readers of this newsletter?
Only thank you for all that you do sustain the ethos of the Fleet Air Arm we all

enjoyed and congratulations on your individual part in forging the reputation that we
enjoy forexcellence in the field of maritime aviation.



Cel ebratiComgrandl ati ons

[ would |Iike to take the time to celébrate a
birthday this year.

he Fleet Air Arm A
ting that a card w
on this monument al

Al t hough not a member of t
Arm and | think it was fit
member s lhiomovn grhat ul ati ons

John Lankmaonwm everyadkaasborn in Manchester
Novembérm?2&.

After | eaving school at 14 he worked at a bu
started helping with the war effort when he
factory in Manchester assisting with the ass
On achieving top marks in his Foheeshesé&ranc

the Royal Nacy and more speerhibpalinfthenEeEkd
previous experience withuwaircraft component

After approximately 12 months of training ac

embarked theAthbopec€&€astke which set sail fr
the Atlantic in convoy to eventwually reach t
Australia.

He disembarked in Sydney early in 1945 and w
Operational Airbase (M. Q. AyhB)r eata sBamk sAtiawrVeS&
Engines )( AheM.adsEs)i sted with the assembly, rep
air¢crafincipally the Firefly.



Like his compatriots he tocclonup ndiiegls awi tthea |
throughout 1945 as the wars in Europe and th

His ultimate destination HMS | mpl acable arri
having successfully fighting the Japanese th
and it briefly sailed locally and supported
programme for carriers unti/l it set sail for

Jack became a 6Pl ane O6Captaindé responsible f
i nspections on aircraft airframes, engines a

HMS | mpl acable sailed back to England via Ce
Suez Canal arriving in England in June 1946.
tour up to Nor waayc ka nwda sb afciknaalnfdy demobbed i n

Jack returned to work and had an unbroken pe

wor king as a s/kiwolrekd ntge cwhintihc icaonmmer ci al pl at
retirement Hep mMm89®0ied his wife Joan in 1949.
grandchil dren and two great grandchildren an

Manchesthawving only recently stopped driving
wi dower for nearly 40 years and retains a gr
cooking. He i ssaggmematicomdit to hi

Then Now i at 100!



Crossed the bar

We cel ebrate the | ives of t hose who have

L0 L L e
Nigel Edward Malcolm WO(AIr Electrical Mechanic) BEM

Nigel Edward Malcolm BEM crossed the bar on 5" September 2025.

Born in 1954he joined the Royal Navy in 1971. Over more than 30 years of distinguished
service he worked on Wasp, Wessex, and Sea King helicopters, serving with pride
across the Fleet Air Arm, Small Ships Flights and as a Junglie before retiring as a
Warrant Officer in 2004.

He later continued his service with the Ministry of Defence, supporting both the Sea
King and Merlin teams.Nigel was an exceptional athlete. He excelled at squash, long
distance running, and ran Field Gun, and carried his passion for sport into rugby, where
he played, coached, and refereed at regional level.

He is survived by his beloved wife Julie, herself a veteran, together with their sons
Andrew and Chris and their families.

Nigel will be remembered not only as the perfect Warrant Officer, professional, reliable,
with an unflinching moral compass, but also as a true shipmate, friend, and loyal Fleet
Air Arm Association member. He will be greatly missedrair winds and following seas,
Nigel. Rest easy, shipmate.

Cc



Michael (Mick) Warnes POAEA(M)
26 January 1945 - 28th September 2025

Served January 1962 to May 1985
HMS Eagle, Hermes and Bulwark,
800, 845 and 846 Squadrons
1969 Field Gun crew

T M (Terry) Lowden AL LSFX866981
1st June 1931 - "Crossed the Bar" 12th October 2025

Terry served from 1948 through to 1956 on the following Air Stations and
Squadrons



1949 - Arial, Gamecock, Peregrine
1951 - Daedalus, Blackcap

1953 - Seahawk, 849 Squadron
1954 - Falcon, 849 Squadron
1955 - Seahawk, 849 Squadron
1956 - Daedalus

Terry held the following positions in the association

1997 - 1999 National Standard Bearer
1998 - 2020 National Committee Member
1998 - 2020 Hanworth Branch Secretary

Roy Thomas Colbeck CA SE1(A/C) LF927463

3rd August 1936 - "Cross the Bar" 26th October 2025
Roy served from 1953 - 1976 at the following Shore establishments, Ships or
Squadrons

1953/54 - Daedalus, Gamecock, 1960/61 Heron

lllustrious 1961/62 - Seahawk
1954/55 - Siskin, Goldcrest 1962/64 - Ariel

1955 - Ark Royal 1962/63 - Protector

1956 - Daedalus 705, Seahawk 1964 - Ariel

1957 - Eagle 1965 - Fulmar

1957/58 - Daedalus 701 1968 - Bulwark

1958 - Victorious 1971/73 - Fulmar, Daedalus
1958/59 - Heron 1973/74 - Royal Arthur
1959 - Falcon 1974/76 - Daedalus

Raymond (Ray) Reeves NAM 1 (E) LFX812732

23rd October 1927 - "Crossed the Bar" 11th October 2025

Ray enlisted in 1946. Initial training was undertaken at HMS Royal Arthur at
Corsham followed by Merlin engine course at Warrington. Once qualified he was
posted to St Merry and Culdrose with 790 NAS who were operating Mosquito
aircraft. Whilst at Culdrose he played the euphonium in the station band. Ray was
discharged in 1949 and went onto work Bristol Aircraft Corporation in the design



department working on both the Brittania and Concorde on the latter of which he
designed the jigsaw for the engine bay doors

Ter enfeee)Bywy !l | i ngbhAa(m.) DO058003Y
23iOctober-iCopdd4sed ale Noarember 2025
Terry passed awiatyh pheiasc eWfiuflel yMari a by his si d:¢

Terfriyreitned the .havyal 9w8h2,9 @@ nagn HMS Ant r i m,
dur i ngFalhkelcaonitfis s a KEdéttey DEf waer hanhobhyshetl

from arkiatgt aMi,h@agwasdeseverely wounded and | os
I n 1982 he wad i maf e¢/eted ans UK (Wwbemer hg St L
received free support, includBngghtebabcéentnatet

Terrymbexmspitratoomers by becomiVigemaspedKer
and gave talks to groups about his experienc



He was a branch member of South Downs

Terry's Funeral will take place on Wednesdse
Crematori um, Lewes RBad, Brighton B
The wake wil/|l be at the Smugglers Rest, So

PeacehavenEBN1O0O 78B

Il f you want to notify wus of any mefomber s who
Mick Wyatt the Membership Secretary i memsecfaaa@btinternet.com or 01582
608828

er FAA personnel wil/
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Recelvtent s

HMS Daecalmme mor &t one &Oteido T

HMS Sultan was honour ed itnog poafr ta cciopnanteemoirna ttih
in June at Solent Airport mar kasiga they ali chha
Air St atiilom9 6)1.939

Their commanding Officer, Captain Mark Hamil
Commander Megan Ashton, highlbgthweaean thei dir
establishments.

P suce
on D-Day in 1944 and was
the busiest airfield on the

south coast.
We salute the bravery, dedication
and loyalty of those people.

Sponsored by the
Royal Naval and
Fleet Air Arm Associations
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Captain Hamiltés sapdivilege to represent HNM
commemor ati on. The | egacy of HMS Daedal us |
traindegi wer today at Sultan. The dedicati o

those who ser Weodr IhderWardurli mghd beyond conti ni
cur rgeemter ation of engineers and technicians. ¢






